
 

 

Concise Minutes - Petitions Committee 
Meeting Venue: 
Committee room 1 
Meeting date: Monday, 10 March 2025 
Meeting time: 14.00 - 15.10

This meeting can be viewed  
on Senedd TV at: 
http://senedd.tv/en/14870 

Hybrid 
------ 

Attendance 

Category Names 

Members of the 
Senedd: 

Carolyn Thomas MS (Chair) 

Rhys ab Owen MS 

Joel James MS 

Witnesses:   

Committee Staff: 

Gareth Price (Clerk) 

Lara Date (Second Clerk) 

Kayleigh Imperato (Deputy Clerk) 

 

1 Introductions, apologies, substitutions and declarations of interest  

Carolyn Thomas MS and Luke Fletcher MS declared relevant interests at the start of 
discussion of Items 3.10 and 3.11. 

2 New Petitions  

2.1 P-06-1489 Legislate to ensure swift bricks are installed in all new buildings in 

Wales  

The Committee agreed to write back to the Deputy First Minister to ask for a 
coordinated response on the cross-governmental approach to this issue, including 

http://senedd.tv/


 

 

understanding the position on matters under the Cabinet Secretary for Economy, 
Energy and Planning’s portfolio, and to copy in all the relevant Cabinet Members (for 
Economy, Energy and Planning; Housing and Local Government; and Finance and Welsh 
Language). The Committee would consider the petition again, including whether to 
request a debate, once that response has been received. 

 

2.2 P-06-1507 We call on UWTSD and the Welsh Government to create a viable, 

sustainable plan for the long-term future of Lampeter campus  

There was discussion of the importance of the Senedd continuing to debate this issue – 
and the wider HE sector, although it had not reached the 10,000 signature threshold to 
be considered for a Petitions Committee debate. The Chair undertook to speak on the 
Lampeter petition in the Siambr in future debate on the future of the Higher Education 
sector, and would write to the Chairs of the Children, Young People and Education 
Committee and Economy, Trade and Rural Affairs Committee, to highlight the petition 
and the petitioner’s alternative proposals in their scrutiny work. A majority of Members 
supported then closing the petition, but it was noted for the record that Joel James did 
not support that decision. 

 

2.3 P-06-1508 Limit the Welsh Councils to a maximum increase of 2% on Council tax 

each year, starting in April 2025  

The Cabinet Secretary’s response was very clear and at odds with the petitioner’s views 
on the matter. The Committee agreed that there was little more the Petitions 
Committee could do, and therefore thanked the petitioner and agreed to close the 
petition. 

3 Updates to previous petitions  

3.1 P-06-1365 Re-open railway lines to connect the north and south of Wales  

The Committee has previously agreed to request a debate on this petition once the 
Bangor-Afon Wen Feasibility Report was available, and Members agreed to honour that 



 

 

commitment. Members noted the Feasibility Report; Traws Link Cymru’s strategic case 
for reconnecting both Bangor to Afon Wen and Aberystwyth to Carmarthen by rail; and 
Welsh Government’s published business case for a new Bangor-Carmarthen express 
coach service as a competitive alternative to rail travel between North and South Wales. 
The debate would be an opportunity to look at both the Bangon-Afon Wen and 
Aberystwyth-Carmarthen links and future priorities for infrastructure investment. The 
Chair would write to the Business Committee to request the debate. 

 

3.2 P-06-1380 Make Blue badge Applications Lifelong for individuals who have a 

lifelong diagnosis  

It was noted that this petition had been under consideration for some time, and a 
number of meetings had taken place on the issue, which cut across several cabinet 
portfolios. The Committee agreed that enough information was available to draft and 
agree a 1-2 page report with recommendations to the Welsh Government, and to then 
thank the petitioner and close the petition. 

 

3.3 P-06-1400 Fair and Adequate Resourcing of General Practice in Wales  

The Committee agreed to write to the Chair of the Health and Social Care Committee to 
highlight the petitioner’s latest comments - for its inquiry into the future of general 
practice in Wales which will be taking evidence shortly - and to thank the petitioner 
and close the petition. 

 

3.4 P-06-1425 We ask the Welsh Government to reverse its decision to stop T2 buses 

calling at Garndolbenmaen  

The Committee thanked the petitioner for keeping it updated, and would welcome 
being kept informed on further developments, but agreed that there was not much 
more the Petitions Committee could now do, given the petitioner and stakeholders 
were in discussions, and so agreed to close the petition. 



 

 

3.5 P-06-1435 We’re calling on the Welsh Government to commit to implementing 

targeted lung cancer screening  

Vaughan Gething noted that the petitioner was a constituent but that lung cancer 
screening was a Wales-wide issue and would remain under scrutiny in the Senedd. The 
Committee agreed to write to the Chair of the Health and Social Care Committee to 
highlight the latest correspondence, and inform him that the Petitions Committee 
would be thanking the petitioner and closing the petition. 

 

3.6 P-06-1453 Provide funding and support for the adequate provision of accessible 

and clean public toilets  

Members would continue to raise the importance of adequate public toilet provision 
but it was felt that the Committee had taken the issue as far as they could, and so 
would thank the petitioners for raising the issue and close the petition. 

 

3.7 P-06-1479 Stop the detention of learning disabled and autistic children, young 

people and adults in hospitals  

The Committee noted the Task and Finish Group looking at this issue and agreed to 
keep the petition open pending the outcome of that work. 

 

3.8 P-06-1480 Make menopause a mandatory part of the curriculum for all 

healthcare sciences and medical students  

The Committee noted the helpful response from the General Medical Council and 
agreed to share it with the Health and Social Care Committee, which was likely to 
consider menopause service provision in future scrutiny of the Women’s Health Plan. 
Members thanked the petitioner for raising an important issue and agreed to close the 
petition. 



 

 

3.9 P-06-1486 Grant BN(O) Hong Kong students home fee status after three years of 

residence  

The Committee noted that the issue had been raised by Members in the Siambr and in 
the Committee for Scrutiny of the First Minister, and that the Minister for Higher and 
Further Education had invited those directly affected by this complex issue to contact 
her. Luke Fletcher MS noted that there might be some specific issues related to the UN 
Declaration and Wales’s role as a nation of sanctuary that the Equality and Social 
Justice Committee might be in a position to take up. He would provide those details to 
the clerking team. The Committee would write to the petitioner to urge them to take 
up the Minister’s offer, and thanked the petitioner for highlighting the issue before 
agreeing to close the petition. 

 

3.10 P-06-1253 Ban greyhound racing in Wales  

The petitions under Item 3.10 – P-06-1253 - and Item 3.11 – P-06-1354 – were 
considered together. The Chair Carolyn Thomas MS declared an interest that as the 
Chair of the Cross-Party Group on Animal Welfare she had been fighting strongly for a 
ban on greyhound racing in Wales, and had led a short debate on the issue. Luke 
Fletcher MS also declared an 1interest as a member of Greyhound Rescue Wales. It was 
noted that the Welsh Government’s intention to introduce a ban was clear, and the 
Committee agreed to write to the Economy, Trade and Rural Affairs Committee to 
make them aware of the petitions but then to close both petitions and allow the 
Senedd scrutiny process to take place. 

 

3.11 P-06-1354 The Welsh Government should support greyhound racing in Wales  

The petitions under Item 3.10 – P-06-1253 - and Item 3.11 – P-06-1354 – were 
considered together. The Chair Carolyn Thomas MS declared an interest that as the 
Chair of the Cross-Party Group on Animal Welfare she had been fighting strongly for a 
ban on greyhound racing in Wales, and had led a short debate on the issue. Luke 
Fletcher MS also declared an interest as a member of Greyhound Rescue Wales. It was 



 

 

noted that the Welsh Government’s intention was clear, and the Committee agreed to 
write to the Economy, Trade and Rural Affairs Committee to make them aware of the 
petitions but then to close both petitions and allow the Senedd scrutiny process to take 
place. The letter would also reference the other issues raised in the wider consultation 
on the Licensing of Animal Welfare Establishments, Activities and Exhibits, including on 
licensing of the dog grooming sector. The views of Joel James MS on the best way to 
address the animal welfare issues – as expressed in paragraph 27 of the Committee’s 
2022 report ‘The Final Bend?’ – were noted on the record. 

 

3.12 P-06-1391 Introduce regulation of the dog grooming sector, to protect the 

welfare of dogs and rights of owners  

Vaughan Gething MS declared an interest as a dog owner who regularly uses a dog 
groomer. The Committee agreed to write to the Cabinet Secretary for Climate Change 
and Rural Affairs for a timescale on the delivery of Welsh government’s national model 
for the regulation of animal welfare , to deal with licensing of the dog grooming sector, 
and to keep the petition open pending a response. The Committee’s action on this 
petition would be included in the letter to be sent to the Economy, Trade and Rural 
Affairs Committee in relation to the greyhound racing petitions P-06-1253 and P-06-
1354. 

4 Motion under Standing Order 17.42(ix) to resolve to exclude the 
public from the meeting for the remainder of today's business:  
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